Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
Kentucky Warbler

Library Special Collections

5-1973

Kentucky Warbler (Vol. 49, no. 2)
Kentucky Library Research Collections
Western Kentucky University, spcol@wku.edu

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/ky_warbler
Part of the Ornithology Commons
Recommended Citation
Kentucky Library Research Collections, "Kentucky Warbler (Vol. 49, no. 2)" (1973). Kentucky Warbler. Paper 240.
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/ky_warbler/240

This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kentucky Warbler by an authorized
administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

The Kentucky Warbler
(Published by the Kentucky Ornithological Society)
MAY, 1973

Vol. 49

No. 2

KENTUCKY WARBLERS AT THE NEST

KOS FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

THE KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 1923-1973,

Evelyn Schneider
A SALUTE TO THE KOS, Albert F. Ganier
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY MEETING, May 11-13, 1973,
Sister Casimir Czurles

23
36
37

WOODCOCK NESTING RECORDS, Lee K. Nelson

43

FIELD NOTES

44

BOOK REVIEW: KENTUCKY BIRDS, A FINDING GUIDE,

by Roger W. Barbour et al. (Reviewed by Frederick W. Loetscher, Jr.) 46
NEWS AND VIEWS

48

22

THE KENTUCKY WARBLER

Vol. 49

THE KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Founded in 1923 by B. C. Bacon, L. Otley Pindar, and Gordon Wilson
President

Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Louisville

Vice-President

A. L. Whitt, Jr., Richmond

Corr. Sec.-Treasurer

Mary Louise Daubard
616 Rudy Lane, Louisville 40207

Recording Secretary

Sister Casimir Czurles, Owensboro

Councillors:

Albert Powell, Maceo

1971-1973

Herbert E. Shadowen, Bowling Green

1971-1973

Ramon R. lies, Owensboro

1972-1974
1972-1974

Mrs. Wendell Kingsolver, Carlisle
Retiring President

Ray Nail, Murray

Librarian

Evelyn Schneider, Louisville

Staff Artist

Ray Harm, Chenoa
THE KENTUCKY WARBLER

Organ of the Kentucky Ornithological Society. Published quarterly in
Febniary, May, August, and November. The KENTUCKY WARBLER is

sent to all members not in arrears for dues. Membership dues are: Active
or Regular, $3.00; Contributing, $5.00; Student, $2.00; Life, $50.00; Family,

$1.00 in addition to Regular, Contributing, or Life Membership dues. All
articles and communications should be addressed to the editor. SubscripSons, memberships, and requests for back issues should be sent to the
treasurer.

Editor

Anne L. (Mrs. F. W.) Stamm, 9101 Spokane Way,
Louisville 40222

Assistant Editor

Joseph E. Croft, 2366 Gladstone Avenue,
Louisville 40205

.Editorial Advisory Board
Roger W. Barbour

Leonard C. Brecher

Herbert E. Shadowen

OUR COVER

We are indebted to Karl Maslowski for the cover picture of the Ken
tucky Warbler. His photograph — its subject matter particularly appropri
ate to this journal — is.a rare triumph of patience in catching both parent
birds at the nest at the same moment.
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THE KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
1923-1973*
Evelyn J. ScHNEroER

For the beginnings and the early years of the Kentucky Ornithological
Society we must refer to the accounts of Dr. Gordon Wilson, one of the

three founders and one to whom the Society became a significant part of
his life.

For several years Dr. Wilson had known Mr. Alfred P. Ganier of
Nashville, Tennessee, a nationally recognized ornithologist who was sec
retary of the Wilson Ornithological Club (1918-1922) and later served as its
president (1924-1927). Upon Mr. Ganier's urging the promotion of a state
ornithological society in Kentucky, Dr. L. Otley Pindar of Versailles, Ken
tucky, Brasher G. Bacon of Madisonville, and Gordon Wilson of Bowling
Green agreed to meet in Louisville in April, 1923, during the annual meeting
of the Kentucky Education Association, for which teachers and others
connected with the public schools in the state came each year. These
gentlemen formulated ambitious plans for the proposed society, adopted a
constitution which Mr. Bacon had outlined, and since there were only three
of them proceeded to elect themselves to the three essential offices: Dr.
Pindar, President; Mr. Bacon, Vice-President; and Dr. Wilson, SecretaryTreasurer. They agreed that the next meeting would be held in Louisville
the following spring, again in connection with the KEA.
The purposes of the organization as stated by Dr. Wilson at the
beginning still remain fundamental, although they were somewhat ex
panded in more recent years.
After their discussion. Dr. Wilson, on meeting a young reporter in the
hotel lobby who was eager for news, "fairly overwhelmed him with plans
for the society which had drawn its first breath only a few minutes before."
The account in the Courier-Journal the next morning induced Miss Emilie
Yunker, school garden and nature study director of the Louisville Public
Schools, to send her dues immediately. Thus she became the first new mem

ber and remained an ardent supporter to the end of her long ,and active

life. Very quickly Miss Yunker set out to interest others ip the new

organization and was responsible for bringing in a number of members
from Louisville. Miss Yunker died in December, 1940, after fifty-six years
of service to the public schools.
Among the very early KOS members, three merit particular mention

today. Naturally, in fifty years some have been lost by death, including
the three founders, and a few dropped by the wayside. But these three have
been continuous and active members to the present time:
1. Mr. Albert F. Ganier, to whom Dr. Wilson often referred as the
godfather of the Society and who was designated an Honorary Member,
apparently at the very outset, has continued to be a loyal and beloved
friend, supporter, and adviser through all the years. He has attended many
of our meetings, has been the main speaker on numerous occasions, and
has been a constant inspiration to us all. Through him a number of us
have enjoyed the annual meetings of the Tennessee Ornithological Society
as well as the unforgettable field weeks in various areas of their state.
•(Read at KOS 50th Anniversary Meeting, May 11, 1973, Louisville, Kentucky.)
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2. Dr. L. Y. Lancaster, then on the faculty of Western State Normal
School in Bowling Green, "came into the Society so early," Dr Wilson
wrote, "that he almost could be regarded as one of the founders." Today
Dr. Lancaster is the sole active Kentucky KOS member from that early
day. Always an avid outdoorsman, he was not only one of the most active
members from the beginning, participating in the programs, banding birds,
recording his observations, contributing to the Kentucky Warhler, but his
interest has never diminished. We shall always remember with greatest
pleasure our visits with him and Mrs. Lancaster at their cabins near the
mouth of the Caspar River.
3. Mr. Oscar McKinley Bryens is first listed as a member in the
January, 1926, issue of the Kentucky Warbler, which also contains his 1925

Christmas list, the first of a continuous succession to be published. Mr.
Bryens has made the long trip from his home in Michigan to be with us
at every fall meeting for many years. We have valued his companionship
in the field or on a rainy afternoon indoors, have marveled at his keen
sight and hearing, and even more at his meticulous and comprehensive
records.

AJso mentioned by Dr. Wilson as other early members are Dr. T.
Atchison Frazer of Marion, Kentucky, whom many of us remember with
deep affection and esteem as "the grand old man" of the Society, and Ben
J. Blincoe, then of Bardstown, known especially for his valuable paper,
"Birds of Bardstown, Nelson County, Kentucky." Although Dr. Frazer, one
of the first Life Members, is no longer with us, his son, Chastain L. Frazer,
whose name is included with his father's on Christmas lists as early as
1926, also soon became a Life Member; he and his son, Jim Frazer, are

currently active members, our only three-generation family. Mr, Blincoe,
who had already moved to Dayton, Ohio, read his paper at the first KOS
Spring Meeting. Published later in the Auk, the publication of the American

Ornithologists' Union, it has been preserved as an important contribution to
early Kentucky ornithology. In 1952 Mr. Blincoe attended the KOS Fall
Meeting, his first visit since 1924.

Of the three founders, "only a few of us ever knew Dr. L. Otley
Pindar," Dr. Wilson wrote. "When the Society was formed, he was already
in very bad health and steadily grew worse until he became an invalid. He
died in 1936, leaving some $300.00 as an endowment for the society that
he helped found."
Brasher C. Bacon, who served as KOS president for five years (19341938), is well remembered by many of its present members. He was host
to the KOS at three fall meetings in Madisonville — 1933, 1934, and 1951.

Long a proponent of conservation and a pioneer in establishing sanctuaries
in his part of the state, he had a persistent interest in every phase of
protecting and preserving all wildlife. Before his death in 1959, he had
arranged to leave his large collection of nests and eggs to the Kentucky
Building at Western Kentucky State College, the alma mater of his two sons.
Any history of the KOS could easily devote a disproportionate amount

of space to Dr. Gordon Wilson, who might be termed the father of the
Society — a loving, protective, hard working, indulgent parent — whom
most of us knew so well. However, the resolution adopted by the Society
shortly after his death in 1970 and the later memorial article, both of
which appear in the Kentucky Wa/rbler, reflect the real worth of the man
and the high regard in which he was held.
Soon after the founding of the KOS, Gordon Wilson asked for affilia-
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tion with the Wilson Ornithological Club — now Society instead of Club —
a national organization named for the early Scottish-bom American orni

thologist, Alexander Wilson. Thus the KOS became its fourth affiliated
group. At that time there were not many state societies. The Tennessee
Society, orgnized in 1915, and the KOS were the two pioneer state organi
zations in the South; less than half a dozen others existed in the entire
country, according to Mr. Ganier.

Although KOS dues were fifty cents annually — twenty-five cents
for students — members could pay affiliate dues of two dollars, which

included membership in the Wilson Club and receipt of its quarterly
Bulletin. Since Dr. Wilson, as secretary of the Wilson Club (19231925), edited the section of the Bulletin called "Notes Here and There,"
he lost no opportunity to include mention of the KOS and its members. For
example, in the June, 1925, issue he states, "Numerous queries have come
to the Secretary as to the official positions occupied by our members.
Beginning with this issue the Secretary will devote some space to introduc
tions. For modesty's sake we shall begin at home." And heading the list
is Kentucky, the newest affiliate, with personal information concerning
twenty members from the state.
By the time of the first regular meeting in April, 1924, according to
Dr. Wilson, "there was quite a respectable number of members, and the
packed room in the Seelbach Hotel was highly gratifying." The varied
program would lend credit to an organization with far more experience
and sophistication than our society could have claimed in its first year.
These spring meetings in Louisville with the KEA continued for nearly
thirty years, through 1955, with the exception of three war yearSj 19431945, when meetings of many organizations were cancelled. The Executive
Secretary of the KEA felt that the Society had much to offer the teachers
of the state in broadening their interests and knowledge, so not only was
our meeting room procured for us, but for a number of years the KEA
contributed toward the expense of bringing an outside speaker of our own
choica In addition to talks and papers given, chiefly by our own members,
exhibits were often displayed in the meeting room, and usually a group of
school children, carefully trained, demonstrated some phase of bird study.
An early morning field trip was arranged for the hardier souls, and several
years later a luncheon meeting for members added sociability and sometimes
provided the time to conduct a bit of necessary business.
Change, however, is inevitable. With the growth of the KEA, and
possibly a change in perspective, that organization found it could no longer
sponsor the several societies — there were others besides the KOS — which
were not actually connected with it. So at Dr. Wilson's suggestion, it was
decided to hold the 1956 meeting in Bowling Green, where a number of us
had enjoyed annual visits with him to the wet-weather lakes south of the
city which attract great nimibers of water and shore birds. For many
years a study of these transient lakes had been a project of Dr. Wilson's,
and Ke felt that we could help continue this study. This "field study pro
gram" proved so successful that we have continued to meet there in the
spring of each year, with only two exceptions: In 1971, for a joint meeting
with the Tennessee Ornithological Society, we went to Mammoth Cave
National Park, and in this historic year of 1973 we have returned to the
city of our birth, Louisville.

The first Fall Meeting, November 28-30, 1924, was held not in Bowling
Green as originally announced, but jointly with the Wilson Ornithological
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Club, the Tennessee Ornithological Society, and the Tennessee Academy of
Science in Nashville. Six Kentucky members attended, "and," wrote Dr.
Wilson, "got our first look-in on a large national science group." All six
appear in the group photograph published in the Wilson Bulletin with the

proceedings of the meeting {Wilson Bulletin, 37:52, 1925).
The following October, 1925, the KOS did meet in Bowling Green,
beginning the series of annual fall meetings in various parts of the state
which have continued to the present day with the exception of two war
years, 1943 and 1944. For about the first ten years the Society carried out
its policy of interesting children and their parents in bird study and the
preservation of wildlife by giving talks in each locality at neighboring
schools. According to Dr. Wilson, "In the (first) five fall meetings we
have reached more than six thousand school children."

The Fall Meeting soon came to be designated the Annual Meeting, at
which elections are held and the chief business matters are handled.

Probably the most important function of the Society, in addition to
the regular meetings, is its quarterly publication. Named for the only bird
which bears the name of our state, a species discovered by Alexander
Wilson in 1810 near Lexington, the Kentucky Warbler first came off the
press with the January, 1925, issue under the editorship of Dr. Wilson.
The four-page leaflet was to record the proceedings of the Society, publish
notes and news of interest, field notes, and such papers as fitted within its
scope. A very informal little paper, its opening word in that first issue was
"Howdy!". How typical of Gordon Wilson, one of the most genuinely
friendly and outgoing persons ever known!

Not until the end of 1934, the tenth year, was the number of pages
increased; in 1935 each issue was doubled to eight pages. In the early
thirties new contributors began to appear, bringing more field notes and
bird lists. A number of them were already experienced "birders" who had

been accustomed to following their hobby alone, occasionally in pairs.
Armed only with the little Reed Bird Guides — Peterson's had not been

published then — and poor or no field glasses, they enjoyed their solitary
discoveries. Some later became authorities on the bird life of the state.

The organization of the Louisville Chapter, the Beckham Bird Club, in
January, 1935, and the formation of the Pindar Chapter at Madisonville

and the Audubon Chapter in Henderson in the fall of 1937 provided new
members, much interest, and longer articles for the Kentucky Warbler. The
Glasgow Bird Club followed in 1940, the Paris Bird Club in 1955, and the
Frankfort Chapter in 1956. The Owensboro group, organized in February,
1967, remains one of the most active.

During the comparatively short-term editorship of Burt L. Monroe, Sr.,
the Kentucky Warbler blossomed in 1938 in a colorful cover with a beauti
fully detailed and artistic drawing by Mr. Ganier of a Kentucky Warbler
at its nest. The inclusion of photographs a few years later and the fouryear index beginning in 1948 added to its value. Due to increased costs of

paper and printing, however, the cover was discontinued, temporarily, it
was hoped, after fifteen years (1953). The subsequent format, with a
photograph and contents on the cover page and a list of the current officers
with information about the society on the verso, proved both pleasing and
practical.
Today the journal is mailed, in addition to members, to thirty libraries,
colleges, and schools which are paid subscribers and to thirty-two state
and national societies with whom an exchange of publications is maintained.
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A number of libraries as well as several individuals have purchased as
nearly complete back files as we could furnish them.

The editorship of the Kentucky Warbler during its forty-nine years of
existence has been held by only four persons. Dr. Wilson served in this
capacity for almost thirty years, being relieved for two years (1937-1938)
by Burt L. Monroe, Sr., and later by Dr. Harvey B. Lovell for eight years
(1946-1953). The present editor, Mrs. F. W. Stamm, had been Associate
Editor and then Co-Editor with Dr. Wilson for six years (1958-1963),
sometimes with full responsibility, when Dr. Wilson asked to be relieved
entirely in order to do some writing in his second field of interest, Ken
tucky folklore. Mrs. Stamm, during her tenure, has brought acclaim to
herself, to the Kentucky Warbler, and to the Society.
The journal has become, according to Mr. Ganier, "the repository of
an immense amount of information on the birds of Kentucky, its pages being
the foundation upon which must rest any future history of the birds of the
state."

It has included from the beginning the Mid-Winter Bird Counts taken
by members. A comparison of those of the earlier years, called Christmas
Census then, when as few as four persons individually recorded a modest
number of species, with the extensive tabulations of observations by over
two hundred participants in 1972 covering wide areas of the state, is in
itself an indication of the development of the Society. These lists are also
included among those from all over the country by the National Audubon
Society in its publication, American Birds, which summarizes the status,
movements, and distribution of North American avifauna.
Since 1945 the spring lists taken on a day during the spring migration
period have also been included in the Society's journal.
In more recent years, beginning in 1961, in cooperation with the
Mississippi Valley Bald Eagle Survey, the KOS has sponsored the One-

Day Bald Eagle Count on a specified day in February. Mrs. Stamm, who
initiated and has coordinated this project in Kentucky since its beginning,
compiles the results and forwards a copy to the chairman of the Survey.

They are also published in the Kentucky Warbler. It is encourging to learn,
for example, that although the 1972 Kentucky count was less than that

of the previous year, the highest in eleven years, the total number of birds
reported from the several states showed a fifty per cent increase over the
year before. Again, our members are contributing to an important study.
KOS members have participated since 1965 in the nationwide North
American Nest-Record Card Program in cooperation with the Laboratory
of Ornithology, Cornell University, This study, designed to collect specific
data on the breeding biology of birds, involves recording the contents of
each nest studied with dated notations for all visits during the incubation
period. It is hoped, too, that the program "will play a key role in the study
of man's modification of his environment through drainage, urbanization,
and the use of pesticides."
Members have also collaborated since 1966 with the cooperative Breed
ing Bird Survey of Eastern North America conducted through the Federal
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. Under the leadership of Burt L.
Monroe, Jr., Kentucky continues to be one of the best covered states.
KOS members in Louisville and Murray took part over a period of
several years (1948-1952) in the count of birds in nocturnal flight in both
spring and fall as seen across the full moon through telescopes. Mr.
Charles Strull of Louisville, an able astronomer and a member of the KOS,
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Editors of The Kentucky Warbler for the first half century.

Gordon Wilson

Burt L. Monroe, Sr,

1925-1936; 1939-19U;

1937-1938

195U-1959; 1960-1963 Co-Editor

Harvey B. Lovell
1946-195S

Anne L. Stamm (Mrs. F. W.)
1958-1959 Associate Editor;
1960-1963 Co-Editor;
1963-197S Editor
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supervised the project. The information from numerous stations over the
country was the subject of a study by Dr. George E. Lowery of Louisiana
State University, published under the title, "A Quantitative Study of the
Nocturnal Migration of Birds."

Upon advice that the Society should become incorporated because of
the probability of owning properties and for the protection of members
against liability, necessary steps were taken to initiate this procedure.
New bylaws were drawn as required, and when all legal papers were
properly executed and signed, the official name became Kentucky Ornitho
logical Society, Incorporated. The Society is also registered in the U.S.
Treasury Department as a tax-exempt scientific and educational non-profit
organization.

The holdings of the Society include two invested funds, one of which
is the Endowment Fund, initiated with the bequest of Dr. Pindar, and
augmented by all payments for Life Membership.
Because of a desire among members to honor Dr. Gordon Wilson dur
ing his lifetime in appreciation of his long and devoted service to the
Society, a committee was appointed to consider appropriate means for doing
so. At its meeting in the fall-of 1958, the Society accepted unanimously
the carefully considered recommendations of the committee; To establish
a fund to be known as the Gordon Wilson Fund for Ornithology, the income
of which is to be used for certain specified pu^Joses which were listed in
the Kentucky Warbler, Vol. 64:59, 1958. Contributions by members and
friends have aided its growth each year.

The Society published in 1949 "A Bibliography of Kentucky Ornithol
ogy," compiled and annotated by Harvey B. Lovell and Mabel Slack. Pre
ceding the bibliography itself is a "Brief History of Kentucky Orni
thology."

Reprints of the article in the May, 1961, issue of the Kentucky Warbler,
"Birds of the Louisville Region," compiled by Burt L. Monroe, Sr., and
Burt L. Monroe, Jr., were issued because of its value as a guide and refer
ence work. The "Summary of Occurrence of Birds in Kentucky," a project
of the KOS, and compiled by Burt L. Monroe, Jr., published in the Kentucky
Warbler of August, 1969, was issued as a separate pamphlet for the same
reason.

The field cards, which are a checklist of Kentucky birds, also published
by the Society, have undergone revision as needed, and a supply is always
kept in stock for sale to members.
The KOS has voiced its opinions or protests or otherwise taken action
regarding conservational and environmental issues when considered desir
able or necessary. As a member of Kentuckians for Environmental Planning
and of The Nature Conservancy, it has made modest contributions to the
work of these organizations.
One event that stands out in the memories of those who helped plan it
is the time the KOS was host to the Wilson Ornithological Club in Louisville
for its annual meeting in November, 1939, its first in Kentucky. The
"Proceedings of the Meeting," published in the Wilson Bulletin of March,
1940, includes the following comments:
"An excellent Bird Photograph Exhibit, arranged in the South Room
on the mezzanine floor of the Brown Hotel, displayed camera work by
members of the Wilson Ornithological Club." And a list of thirty-four
members whose work was shown includes three from Louisville.

"The Bird Photograph Exhibit was officially opened on Friday evening

30

THE KENTUCKY WARBLER

Vol. 49

by a reception given by the Kentucky Ornithological Society and the
Beckham Bird Club. Entertainment was 'in good Southern style'!" That
was as it was meant to be — refreshments included mint juleps (over the
protest of some of our members), and an excellent Negro foursome provided
the music.

"The Annual Dinner was a notable occasion in the history of the Club,
for at this event the membership reached one thousand, a number long
hoped for." The speaker at the dinner was none other than our guest this
year, Karl Maslowski of Cincinnati, Ohio, who showed his beautiful natural
color film, "Nature's Children."
"On Sunday four motor trips were made to points of interest in Ken

tucky, the transportation being provided for all members,
"Registration shows that members came from as far away as Ottawa
and London, Ontario, New Hampshire, and Vermont. Altogether fifteen
states and the District of Columbia were represented."
So perhaps the KOS did not do too badly in those days.

This account, from the founding, through the early years, with a
glimpse of more current activities, and back to reminiscing, should include
mention of some of those who have made significant contributions to
Kentucky ornithology besides those already named,
Burt L. Monroe, Sr., was one of those recognized by the national
societies for his extensive studies and records not only of the Louisville
region but over the state as well. He worked closely with the League of
Kentucky Sportsmen and the Department of Game and Fish; the latter
designated him State Ornithologist, an advisory office. He was elected to
the Executive Council of the Wilson Ornithological Society and held various
offices culminating in the presidency. The first Kentuckian to be honored
by elective membership in that august body, the American Ornithologists'
Union, he served as its treasurer form 1966 to the time of his death in 1968.
Robert M. Mengel, a Life Member of the KOS, now of Lawrence,
Kansas, grew up in Louisville. Having done much of his work with Burt

Monroe, Sr., he became the author of "The Birds of Kentucky," published by
the AOU in 1965, one of the most comprehensive and scholarly works of
its kind — a book that every Kentuckian who does any serious work in the
field of bird study needs to own.
Burt L. Monroe, Jr., our present president, who collaborated with his
father in much of their work, and is no doubt the foremost professional

ornithologist in the state today, with world-wide experience, ranks with
the top scientists of the country. Also an elected member of the AOU, he
has been its treasurer since 1968.

James W. Hancock of Madisonville has done valuable scientific report
ing of his observations in Hopkins County. Joseph Croft and Haven Wiley
have published scholarly articles of importance. Howard Jones, Frankfort;
Herbert E. Shadowen, Bowling Green; Clell Peterson, Murray; A. L.

Powell, Owensboro; Anne L. Stamm, Louisville; Leonard Brecher, Louis
ville; A. L. Whitt, Richmond, have all been faithful in reporting the results
of their studies.

In fact, every one who makes available unusual sightings and dis
coveries, adds to the total knowledge of Kentucky ornithology. If those
who are making investigations and studies today can inspire in others the
conviction and will to carry on, the next fifty years of the Society is
assured.

—2525 Broadmade Avenue, Louisville 40205.

KOS and TOS 1936 Fall Meeting

Cheeks Taveim, South of Franklin, Kentucky

The two men in front are, left to right, Brasher C. Bacon, Madisonville,
and Gordon Wilson, Bowling Green, both KOS founders. In the second row
are, from left, Dixon Mei-ritt, George' Mayfield, 0. C. Webb, and Albert F.
Ganier, all of Nashville, Tennessee, and founders of TOS.

0,1

1935 KOS Meeting, Mammoth Cave National Park

Top row, left to right: Amy Deane, Evelyn Schneider, Jerry Longest,
Burt L. Monroe, Sr., Dr. George R. Mayfield, Nashville, Tennessee, Dr. L.
Y. Lancaster, Dr. Gordon Wilson, founder; J. D. Shain, Mrs. J. D. Shain,
Amy Longest. Front row, left to right: B. C. Bacon, founder; Dr. T. A.
Frazer, Mrs. Burt L. Monroe, Sr., Helen Peil, Emilie Yunker, Mrs. B. C.
Bacon, Mabel Slack, Mrs. Curry, Mrs, Dorthy Hobson, Albert F. Ganier,
Nashville. (Eight of the above are still with the Society; the other are now
deceased.)

KOS Annual Meeting, MadisonvUle, October 12-1^, 1951—Group at Dawson Springs

vilie, Kentucky.

-

Some of the early presidents of the Kentucky Ornithological Society. They are, from left to right, Leonard
C. Brecher, 1950-51; Evelyn Schneider, 19i0-il; Gordon Wilson, 1925-29; 19Jt6-i7; Brasher C. Bacon, 193^-38;
Mary Lou Cypert, 1949; Harvey B. Lovell, 19i2-ii;• Mabel Slack^ 19i8. Photo taken October 14, 1951, Madison-

Breakfast at Locust Grove—May 18, 1978

y?',

the breakfast; Burt L. Monroe, Jr., president of KOS.

A coffee-break jxist before the bird walk at Locxist Grove, Louisville. Anne L. Stamm, coordinator of the
50th Anniversary Meeting, at left;; Albert F. Ganier, Nashville, Tennessee; Mrs. Irvin Abell, Jr., chairman of

1'
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A SALUTE TO THE KOS
Albert P. Ganier

A fiftieth anniversary is really a remarkable milestone for any non
profit organization when one considers how many scores of other wellmeaning groups have risen with enthusiasm, but have fallen by the wayside.
The continuity of the KOS springs from many worthwhile rewards
that come to its members, none of which may be assigned to political ad
vancement, social prestige or mercenary reward.
First and foremost is the natural attraction of nature, the most re

warding of which is its division of birdlife. The opportunity to enjoy such
outdoor studies and recreation with congenial companions; the placing of
the highlights of our finds and experiences in the pages of The Kentucky
Warbler for the pleasure of fellow members; the kindling of interest in
the minds of new members and sustaining this interest through the years
that follow; and, by no means last, the opportunity to explore the many
and interesting features of Kentucky and with this first-hand information
and contact, to become an ardent advocate of the preservation and conser
vation of the state's natural heritage are other satisfactory rewards. Be
riot afraid to speak out, for it is your informed and seasoned voice, along
with less experienced conservation organizations, that will be needed to
prevent exploitation of many distinctive areas and the wildlife that is a
treasured part of it.
With due apologies for ancient history, I must admit that I was stung

early by the "bird-bug," my notebooks beginning in the mid-nineties, and by
1902 I had written a half-dozen articles on southern birds for the minor

bird magazines of that period. In 1915, I organized the Tennessee Orni
thological Society, and in 1917 was requested to accept the secretaryship

of the mid-regional Wilson Ornithological Club, barely breathing and in
debt for lack of a secretary. In this service, I "burned the midnight oil"

for five years, then served as president for three more. I had induced my
new-made friend, Gordon Wilson of Bowling Green, to take on my WOC
secretaryship and it brought him wide experience.
During my Wilson Club service I became acutely aware of the fact
that the South was losing a lot by being off-center from current orni
thological activity and resolved that I would do all I could to organize
state societies in each of these states, to affiliate with the WOC. Ken
tucky followed Tennessee in 1923, with Gordon Wilson at the helm and

editing his four-page quarterly. This was followed by still existing societies
in each southern state.

I have attended nearly all of the KOS annual meetings and have

enjoyed my association with its members. In simple words, they are a fine
lot of people; amply evidenced by their tenacity in keeping the KOS ever
moving forward on an even keel. I treasure my file of The Kentucky Warbler
and find that in its thousands of pages of information on Kentucky birds,
it has helped to sustain our interest and to serve as a foundation for
Robert M. Mangel's excellent book. The Birds of Kentucky (1965). Running
through this file recently, I wrote down 50 names of those who especially
put their shoulders to the wheel to do what was needed to sustain the
Society — would that space permitted me to name them all here. However,
your real history will be found on another page. I do think, however, that
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I should pay special tribute to your hard working editors through the
years, beginning with the indefatigable Gordon Wilson, followed by Burt
L. Monroe, Sr., Harvey B. Lovell, and now, your talented Anne L. Stamm.
— 2112 Woodlawn Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 37212.

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY MEETING

May 11-13, 1973
The Kentucky Ornithological Society opened its Fiftieth Annual Spring
Meeting at Louisville on Friday, May 11,1973, with registration in the lobby
of the Holiday Inn-Rivermont at 5:00 p.m. Each registrant was given, in
addition to the usual name tag, an informative pack of materials containing
many items of interest including maps of Louisville, of interesting areas in
the vicinity, of the Zoo, a guide to the artists and paintings of the special
art exhibit, etc., and even a rain bonnet!
At 8:00 p.m., the members were welcomed by President Burt L. Monroe,
Jr., to the Fiftieth Anniversary Meeting and to Louisville, the city where the
Society was founded in April, 1923, Dr. Monroe commented on the growth
of the organization from the three original gentlemen to the 500-some
members as of today. He also reminded the members that the purposes of
the Society were not only to promote the study of wild bird life, but also to
create an interest in the environmental problems of today to maintain the
aesthetic value of the environment for the future.
Dr. Monroe then drew the members' attention to the display around

the meeting room of the original paintings of nationally known. artists
loaned by members of the KOS and Frame House Gallery, (A copy of the
complete list of artists and their paintings is attached).
After announcing the plans for the Locust Grove meeting Sunday, and
the reception after the meeting. Dr. Monroe read a letter of personal
congratulations to the KOS from Congressman Romano Mazzoli. He then
called on Miss Evelyn Schneider, Librarian for the KOS, who had been
asked to write the history of the Society.

Beginning with the original meeting of the first three members, namely
L. Otley Pindar, B. C. Bacon and Gordon Wilson, Miss Schneider held the
attention of all present as she described in minute detail the interesting
growth and spread of the organization through 50 years.
It was moved and seconded that this excellent piece of thorough re

search by Miss Schneider be printed in its entirety in The Kentucky
Warbler.

Next on the program was the ever-popular color film, "Rainbow
Feathers" by Karl Maslowski.
Dr. Monroe then introduced the leaders for the field trips for Saturday
morning:
Leonard Brecher

Falls of the Ohio area

Mrs. F. W. Stamm and
Miss Mabel Slack

Burt Monroe, Jr

Cherokee and Seneca Parks •

Bemheim Forest

He also announced the forthcoming talk on the Brown Pelican by Ralph

Schreiber on Tuesday, May 29, at 8:00 p.m. at the Louisville Zoo.
The meeting then adjourned at 9:00 p.m. for an autograph session
of the recently published book, Kentucky Birds, a Finding Guide, the co-
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authors, Roger W. Barbour, Clell T. Peterson, Delbert Rust, Herbert E.
Shadowen, and A. L. Whitt, Jr. all being present.
A giant-sized gold and white cake and punch invited the members to
stay for the reception, renew friendships, and leisurely enjoy the art
exhibit.

Saturday morning dawned sunny, clear and warm, negating the neces
sity of the rain bonnets provided in the pack at registration. By 7:30 a.m.
the members had disappeared in three directions for the field trips.
At 3:45 in the afternoon there was a general business meeting, with
over forty members present. Dr. Monroe presiding. Since there were no
corrections to the minutes of the 1972 Fall Meeting as published in The
Kentucky Warbler, they were approved as published.
A spontaneous applause of appreciation was given Mrs. Anne L. Stamm
for her many years of service to the KOS, for her fine publication of The
Kentucky Warbler, and her untiring efforts to make this fiftieth meeting
such a success.

Dr. Monroe then announced that the Fall Meeting would be held at

Kenlake Resort State Park on September 28, 29, 30, the time of peak
warbler migration. This is to be a joint meeting with the Kentucky Depart

ment of Parks Ornithological We^end. He also reminded the members of
the 6:30 social hour, the 7:00 p.m. banquet with Karl Maslowski as the

principal speaker, the art exhibit of bird paintings, and the Sunday trip
to Locust Grove consisting of breakfast out-of-doors, a field trip through
the twenty acres of ground, and the tour of the historical house where
George Rogers Clark lived and John James Audubon visited. Since the
number of people for this trip was limited. Dr. Monroe suggested that
those who had been unable to obtain reservations contact him and he would

point out good places for field trips around Louisville.
A British film entitled "Wild Wings" and dealing mostly with the

Bird Refuge at Slimbridge was then shown.
The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m.
A banquet, buffet style, was served at 7:00 p.m. to some 150 members
and their guests in Rooms B and C of the Holiday Inn-Rivermont. Bouquets
of spring flowers from Audrey Wright's garden decorated the crowded
tables and at each place there was a brochure of information about the
KOS, a menu, and a copy of the Summary of Occurrertce of Birds of Ken
tucky, bound with a gold cord.
The program began with a welcome by the president Burt L, Monroe,
Jr., who then read letters of best wishes from three members, who, due to
illness, could not attend the Fiftieth Meeting. The letters were from: Oscar
McKinley Bryens of Michigan, who, since 1958 never missed a Fall Meeting.
Mrs. Eugene Cypert a past president, and James W. Hancock who under
went open-heart surgery on April 19.
The officers and their guests seated at the speaker's table were then
introduced, including the guest of honor, Albert F. Gainer; Karl Maslowski
the speaker for the evening, and past presidents, Evelyn Schneider, Mrs.
F. W. Stamm, Mabel Slack, and Herbert Shadowen, who is also the incoming
editor of The Kentucky Warbler. Other past presidents, Leonard Brecher,
Clell Peterson, Raymond Nail, and Willard Gray and their wives were
introduced from the floor, as were also the councillors A. L. Powell and
Ramon lies and their wives, and Mrs. Wendell Kingsolver.
Dr, Monroe then thanked the local committee and all involved for the
tremendous work that they had done for the success of this Anniversary
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Meeting, including those who obtained the paintings and set up the art
exhibit, singling out Ray Harm, staff artist; Fritz Hilton, Anne Stamm,
Louis Pieper, and Dave Schwartz.
He announced that the Frame House Gallery will sponsor a reception

for a number of current wildlife artists on May 20 at 5:00 p.m. and invited
all who could to attend.

The program was then turned over to Mabel Slack for the presentation
of a plaque to Albert F. Ganier of Nashville, Tennessee, who was instru
mental in the formation of the KOS and has been a faithful adviser and an
inspiration for so many years.

Mr. Ganier responded in telling of the pride he felt in seeing such a
large gathering before him of members who were not only following the
avocation of bird study but also leading others in the preservation of the
environment, influencing many to enjoy life more. He called attention to
the fact that of the number of members of the first eight years of the

Society's existence, he was one of the few still alive and that in three
months he would be 90 years old.

He praised highly the work of Miss Schneider and Miss Slack and
called Anne L. Stamm the "backbone of the KOS". After mentioning many
of the earlier members with whom he had been closely associated he re
marked that the few members in the early history of the Society could not
have realized the tremendous future as evinced today. He specifically

praised the publication of the Society, The Kentucky Warbler, with its
accumulated wealth of information about the birds of Kentucky, and com

mended the recently published Kentucky Birds, a Finding Guide for its
superb format and exceptional illustrations.
While necessary preparations were being made for projecting the

movie of the evening, Clell Peterson, chairman of the Resolutions Commit
tee, read the resolutions consisting of thanks to the many people who had
made this fine meeting possible. The resolutions were unanimously approved.
Mrs. Stamm then introduced the speaker of the evening, Karl Maslowski, who really needed no introduction, having been a friend of the KOS
for over twenty-five years, a frequent speaker and truly "one of us." Mr.
Maslowski, Mrs. Stamm continued, is a wildlife photographer, a lecturer,
Vice President of the Cincinnati Nature Center, and the nature columnist

on the Cincinnati Enquirer for the last 35 years. He has illustrated many
magazines and has made over 12 motion pictures for the Department of
Fish and Wildlife Resources. Walt Disney has used many portions of these
films for his charming wildlife movies.

In reply, Mr. Maslowski thanked the KOS for including him in this
Fiftieth Anniversary Meeting, having first made contact with the Society
some 40 years ago in meeting Albert Ganier, Gordon Wilson, and Burt

Monroe, Sr., at Reelfoot Lake. He hastened to explain that the film he
was about to show had only been tried in his studio and had never been
shown to a live audience and therefore might have some surprises for
himself and the audience. The movie, "Wildlife By Day and By Night," a

pictorial record of day and night activities of a variety of animals, with its
usual superb photography and witty comments by Mr. Maslowski, was
thoroughly enjoyed.

With the final totaling of the birds observed during the day — 127
species being reported, the meeting adjourned.
The finale to the three day meeting was the breakfast at Locust Grove,
a bird walk over the grounds there, and a guided tour through the historical
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house where John James Audubon visited during his stay in Louisville in
1810-1812.

Respectfully submitted,
Sister Casimir Gzurles

Recording Secretary
RESOLUTIONS

The following resolutions were submitted by the Committee on Reso

lutions (Clell T. Peterson, Chairman, Willard Gray, and Albert Powell)
and approved by the members at the dinner meeting on May 12, 1973.
The Committee on Resolutions is happy to have even a humble part in
this meeting which commemorates the 50th anniversary of the founding
of the Kentucky Ornithological Society. Credit for this meeting goes to a
great many people, some of whom were mentioned by Miss Schneider in her
excellent history of the Society on last night's program. We are on this
occasion appreciative of all those who have, over the years, filled the offices
of the Society, supported its activities, and passed their knowledge and
enthusiasm on from generation to generation.
However the Committee wishes to acknowledge here the services of a
number of specific persons.
Resolved: For the admirable art exhibit, we wish to thank Mr. Ray Harm,
who is also the Society's staff artist, and The Frame House Gallery; Dr.
Fritz Hilton; and Mr. David Schwartz. Their hours of labor have produced
an exciting exhibit of original bird art seldom equaled. We thank all those
who have loaned paintings to this show.
Resolved: For the arrangements for the banquet and the use of facilities,
and always with efficiency and courtesy, we wish to thank the Rivermont
Holiday Inn management and staff.
Again, for the arrangements for this meeting, we wish to acknowledge
in particular the work of Mrs. F. W. Stamm. Mrs. Stamm (Anne, or
Annie, as Dr. Barbour would say) has, as always, done her share and more

to make the meeting a success. This is also the occasion to expres apprecia
tion to Mrs. Stamm for serving as editor of The Kentucky Warbler since
Dt. Gordon Wilson resigned the office in 1963.
Resolved: Inasmuch as Mrs. F. W. Stamm's careful, informed, and con
scientious editorship ^has continued the fine tradition of The Kentucky
Warbler as established by Dr. Gordon Wilson and has made it an outstanding
state ornithologrical journal, we wish to express to her our appreciation
and gratitude. We are confident that the high standards established will
be maintained by the new editor. Dr. Herbert Shadowen.
Resolved: For the arrangements for tomorrow morning for the breakfast
at Locust Grove, the bird walk on the grounds, and the visit to the historic
home, we wish to thank the board and officers of Locust Grove and
especially Mrs. Irvin (Helen) Abell, Jr.
Resolved: For their loyal, untiring, and capable service we wish to thank
all present officers of K. 0. S. In their hands, at this moment of the midcentury point of its history, our beloved Society is secure and thriving.
And finally —
Resolved: That we here
members who will serve
Ornithological Society a
present today will be on
We thank them now.

express our thanks to the unknown officers and
in the next half-century to keep the Kentucky
strong and significant organization. Few of us
hand to thank those persons in the year 2023.
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THE KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY'S ART EXHIBIT
OF

ORIGINAL BIRD PAINTINGS

May 11-12, 1973
Holiday Inn-Rivermont
Artists and their Paintings

NEWTON 0. BELT, Blandville, Kentucky (courtesy Mr. and Mrs. L. C.
Brecher and Mrs. F. W. Stamm)

1.

Ducks in a Swamp

2.

Red-headed Woodpeckers

DON R. ECKELBERRY, Long Island, New York (courtesy Mabel Slack)
1.

White-collared Seedeater

ERNEST P. EDWARDS, Sweet Briar, Virginia (courtesy Mabel Slack)
1.

Toco Toucan

SIDNEY A. GAUTHREAUX, JR., demons, South Carolina (courtesy Dr.
1.

and Mrs. B. L, Monroe, Jr.)
Honduran Emeralds

2.

Yellow-naped Parrot ,

RAY HARM, Chenoa, Kentucky (courtesy Ray Harm and Frame House
1.

Gallery)
Brown Thrasher

2.

Cedar Waxwing

3.

American Goldfinch

4.

Pileated Woodpecker

FRITZ HILTON, Louisville, Kentucky (courtesy Fritz Hilton)
1.

Blue Tit

2.

Crossbill

3.

Mountain White-crowned Sparrow

4.

Waxwing

ROBERT M. MENGEL, Lawrence, Kansas (courtesy Dr. and Mrs. B. L.
Monroe, Jr.)
1.

Red-tailed Hawk

JOHN P. O'NEILL, Baton Rouge, Louisiana (jcourtesy Dr. and Mrs. B. L.
1.

Monroe, Jr.)
Tawny-faced Quail

HOWARD ROLLIN, Weldona, Colorado (courtesy Kentucky Ornithological
1.

Society)
Gyrfalcon

2.

Lapland Longspur

3.
5.
7.

Myrtle Warblers
American Redstart
American Woodcock

4.
6.
8.

Whip-poor-will
Hairy Woodpecker

9.

11.

Ruddy Turnstone

Blackburnian Warblers

10.

Bobolinks

Peregrine Falcon

12.

Great Crested Flycatcher

ARTHUR SINGER, New York, New York (courtesy Frame House Gallery)
1. Avocet
2. A Study on Owls
WILLIAM ZIMMERMAN, Cincinnati, Ohio (courtesy Frame House
Gallery)
1. Ducks in Flight
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ATTENDANCE AT THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY MEETING,
SPRING 1973

BOWLING GREEN:

Mrs. H, B, Clark, Dr. and Mrs, Herbert Shadowen.

BROOKS STATION: Amy Deane.
CARLISLE: Dr. and Mrs. W. R. Kingsolver and Ann.
DANVILLE: Mrs. Bowman Myers.

GLASGOW:

Mrs. George Ellis, Mrs. James Gillenwater, Dr. and Mrs.

Russell Starr.

FRANKFORT:

Martha Harrod, Howard Jones,

JEFFERSONTOWN:

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Jenkins, Mr. and Mrs. William

B. Mathes.

LEXINGTON: Roger Barbour, Mrs. Robert 0. Meyer.
LOUISVILLE: Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Aldrich, Amelia Alford, Janet Borders,
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Brecher, Virginia Calvert, Dr. and Mrs William
Clay, George Crabtree, Ray Davis, Mrs. M. L. Daubard, Mr. and Mrs.
Walter Ellison, Mabel Fibiger, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Fisher, Doris
Garst, Sue Hall, Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Hilton, Mrs. B. L. Hargrove,
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Jackson, Clifford Johnson, Arnold Karpoff, Mr.

and Mrs. J. 0. Knight, jr.. Dr. and Mrs. K. P. McConnell, Lois Massie,
Mrs. Burt L. Monroe, Sr., Dr. and Mrs. Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Mrs. Max
Moore, Mrs. H. V. Noland, Ann Norman, Louis H. Pieper, Mrs. C. A.
Robertson, Rose Mary Rommel, Evelyn Schneider, Mr. and Mrs. F. W.
Schoettler, Mary Schuster, Helga Schutte, Alan Shadbume, Mr. and
Mrs. Francis P. Shannon, Mrs. Eugene Short, Mabel Slack, Lawrence
Smith, W. Virginia Smith, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Stamm, Mr. and Mrs.
Chester Sundquist, Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Susie, Mr. and Mrs. W. B.
Tabler, Olga Tafel, Lois Von Allmen, Mr. and Mrs. Guy Wood, Audrey
Wright.
MADISONVILLE: Thelma Gentry, Mrs. Sue Place, Mr. and Mrs. N. M.
Travis, Irene Wells.
MACEO:

Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Powell.

MURRAY:

C. W. Kemper, Dr. and Mrs. Ray Nail, Clell Peterson.

NICHOLASVILLE:

Michael G. Miller.

OWENSBORO: Mrs. J. E. Biekel, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bowne, Sister
Casimir Czurles, Mary Lydia Greenwell, Mr. and Mrs. Ray lies, Jr.,
Mrs. Ray lies. Sr., Wynema Sims, Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Wilson.
PROSPECT:
RICHMOND:

Mr. and Mrs. 0. F. Hook.
A. L. Whitt, Jr.

VERSAILLES: Mrs. George Gregory,
ALAMO, CALIFORNIA: Mr. and Mrs. M. D, Richmond.
BOONEVILLE, INDIANA: Don Andrews, Willard Gray, Robert McCormick.

COLUMBUS, INDIANA:

Mr, and Mrs, Delbert Rust.

TENNYSON, INDIANA: Kim Neese.
PEORIA, ILLINOIS: Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Schafer.
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN: Mr. and Mrs. John A. Cheek.
CINCINNATI, OHIO: Karl Maslowski.
WAVERLY, OHIO: Mrs. Floyd Brown, Mrs. Karl Jenks.
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE: Albert F. Ganier.
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WOODCOCK NESTING RECORDS
Lee K. Nelson

Two American Woodcock (Philohela minor) nests were discovered on

successive days at two points in western Kentucky. Both were observed
after flushing the hens upon inadvertently walking within a few feet of
the nest sites. Each nest had four eggs in a state of incubation.
The first nest was found on March 21, 1973. It was located on the

ground on a fairly sparsely vegetated hillside on our farm which lies one
mile southeast of Dixon in Webster County. The hillside, which contains

brush and some trees, overlooks a bottom through which Farmer's Creek
flows. Broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus), greenbriar (Smilax' spp.),
dogwood (Comus florida), and sassafras (Sassafras albidum) were the
dominant plant species in the vicinity. The nest was revisited on April 6,
but only scattered egg shells were found. It was determined from their
appearance that all of the eggs hatched successfully.

The second nest was found on March 22,1973, on the Frank Sauerheber
Waterfowl Refuge which is owned and managed by the Kentucky Depart
ment of Fish and Wildlife Resources. It is located approximately nine
miles northwest of the city of Henderson, in Henderson County. Upon
flushing, the hen attempted to draw my full attention with her "cripple"
act. The nest was located in a six-foot fallow strip between a partially
harvested com (Zea mays) field and a fence. The nest location was atop
a low bank overlooking a cypress (Taxodium distichum) slough — Alves
Slough. Here, too, ground cover was sparse, consisting mostly of dead weeds,
fescue grass (Festuca spp.), and blackberry (Rubus spp.). The overstory
contained black locust (Rohinia pseudoacacia) with poison ivy (Rhus radicans) on the fence. The nest was revisited eleven times in the next 14 days.
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The hen was found on the nest on each visit, with the exception of April
5. Egg shells found that date gave the appearance of a successful hatching
of all eggs. Hatching had taken place during the previous 24-hour period.
Woodcock are precocial birds and leave the vincinity of the nest as soon
as they hatch. It takes approximately one month for them to develop good
flight ability.
A woodcock flushing observation (sex unknown) was made in a dense
woody thicket approximately 200 feet south of the nest site on March 23.
Another flushing observation was made on April 9 in a densely wooded
thicket approximately 500 yards southwest of the nest site.
Mr, A. L. Powell, Jr., Maceo, Kentucky, took the accompanying photo
graph and others, including color slides, on March 24. This hen was a
most accommodating subject.
—Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Recources, Route 3, Owensboro 42301.

FIELD NOTES
KILLDEER NESTING ON ROOF TOPS

In 1971 during my study of the Common Nighthawk (ChordeiUs
minor), I was surprised to find considerable Killdeer (Ckaradrms vociferlis) activity on the flat-topped roofs of school buildings in Jefferson County.
I visited 20 county schools plus the Shelbyville Road Mall from July 8 to
July 21, and observed Killdeer, with eggs or young, on nine buildings.
All of the buildings were near open fields and many contained stand
ing water with growing algae. There were no buildings on which both
Common Nighthawk and Killdeer were nesting. In fact, I found Common
Nighthawks exclusively on city schools and Killdeer only on county schools.
All roofs were gravel surfaced. Two of the nests were placed on slant
ing roofs (about 20"). Below is a summary of the Killdeer nests:
Nest 1. Found July 8; near center of slanting roof of the two-story
gymnasium, Southern High School, 8620 Preston Highway; contained four
eggs. The eggs were located in a slight depression in the center of a cluster
of lightly colored pebbles. The adult bird flushed quietly and perched
momentarily on the roof edge, before leaving the building. The bird re
turned and called loudly but did not feign injury.
Nest. 2. Found July 8 on the roof of Indian Trail Elementary School,
3r09 Indian Trail; one egg and three young in a slight depression in a
cluster of lightly colored pebbles. The parent bird flew from the nest,
feig^ning injury, while one fledgling left the nest and walked about.
Nest. 3. Found July 9; three young running inside the gutter on
the roof of the gymnasium, Valley High School, Valley Station, Kentucky.
The building was structually similar to that of Southern High School.
Adult Killdeer were present on the roofs of four other county schools

and also on the Shelbyville Mall. Two nests, with four eggs each, were
reported to me on July 21 as having been found earlier in the season on
the roofs of Hazelwood Baptist Church, Shively, and Smyrna Elementary
School, 6401 Outerloop. I am indebted to the janitors of the latter two
buildings for this information. — EDWIN LARSON, 2104 Baringer, Louis
ville 40205.
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SPRING DANCE OF THE WOODCOCK

On March 9, 1973, at 7:00 p.m. (EST) at Lake Carnico, Nicholas
County, my husband, two daughters and I sat down on the grass at the
head of a partially wooded valley, to hear and see the sky dance of the
American Woodcock (Philohela minor), just as we had done in previous
years.

The sky still held a crimson glow above the lake when suddenly the
twitter of wings began to circle around us higher and higher, then faster
and faster, descending, then a clucking sound and silence. Then on the
ground — not far below us among the cedars — a nasal beep.
As the darkness deepened at 7:30, the slice of moon became visible
amidst scudding clouds, the display ended. We had witnessed a magical
moment in nature's classroom — the spring dance of the woodcock.
Also, on March 11 and 12 we observed the aerial flight-song of this
species on our farm, which is located on Scrub Grass Road, Carlisle,
Nicholas County. The area of observation was on a partially cleared ridge
top near a small pond surrounded by mixed hardwood and cedar forest. In
the twilight, on March 12 we could see two birds at close range; one,

presumably the female, also made the beeping sound as well as a soft
gruttural sound in answer to the wild display and calling of the male.—
VIRGINIA H. KINGSOLVER, Rt. #2, Carlisle 40311.
NESTING OF THE SONG SPARROW
IN WESTERN HOPKINS COUNTY

About 25 years ago the Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) was re
garded by me as a rare and irregular summer resident in Hopkins County
(Ky. Warbler, 30:46, 1954). In recent years I have found it more regularly
in summer at certain spots such as at Elk Creek, Brown Road, and Goose
Pond, but I still regard it as an uncommon summer resident within the
county.

For some time I have believed this species to be a nesting bird and

on May 11, 1972, I found evidence of this at Goose Pond, which is two
miles south of Providence.

As I walked along the levee bordering tha marsh, I flushed a sitting
bird and found the nest in a clump of grass; "it contained five eggs. Four
of the eggs were heavily speckled with reddish-brown spots but one was
lighter and not so heavily marked; all had the white ground color.
The habitat was predominantly of black willow and red maple, while
in the marsh below there was a rank growth of spatterdock. — JAMES W.
HANCOCK, Route 1, Madisonville 42431.
BLACK TERN AT BUCKHORN LAKE

On May 18, 1972, while working Buckhorn Lake State Park, I found
a single Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) feeding over the water. Later, the
bird flew to a buoy and as I passed within 15 feet of it by boat, I could
see all its markings. I believe this sighting is worthy to record since Robert
M. Mengel in his Birds of Kentucky states that the species has not been
recorded from the Cumberland Plateau. — A. L. WHITT, JR., Eastern
Kentucky University, Richmond 40475,
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A MOURNING DOVE FLEDGLING IN EARLY MARCH

The warm spells which occur during late January and early February
never fail to bring on courtship displays among the Mourning Doves
(ZeTiaidura macroura) which I look upon as rather tragic, presaging the
death of the nestlings when the weather drops down to normal.

I live in Rolling Fields, a subdivision in eastern Jefferson County,
which has a constant population of doves. I have never used a feeding plat
form, preferring to feed on the paved driveway in the rear of my home. I
have always had in attendance from four to 14 doves, depending upon the
season. Over the years the birds have become quite tame.
This year, 1973, the unusually warm early February brought on a
veritable orgy of courtship and nest building in the pines, all of which I
discounted when I realized what would happen when the cold weather
returned. Imagine my surprise when I saw a young, free-flying, fullyfeathered dove in the tree beside my driveway on March 22. It was
accompanied by one of its parents and sat approximately 10 feet above
my head. Its tail, I would judge, was about two inches long.
If we speculate that the bird had been out of the nest approximately
3-5 days, plus 12-14 days in the nest, plus 10-12 days in the egg, we arrive
at a date of approximately February 20-25 when the egg was laid.
, The Editor tells me that records of early nesting of doves are plentiful,
but there are few records of successful nestings, which is the reason for
this note.—JAMES B. YOUNG, 417 Club Lane, Louisville 40207.

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD AT LOUISVILLE

On April 19, 1973, just before exiting from the Watterson Expressway
on the ramp from the Standiford Field airport, my wife and I saw a male
Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthacephalus). The bird was
in company with Common Crackles (Quiscalus quiscula). The yellow head
was seen in full view and easily identified. — RAY HARM, Chenoa 40925.
(Ed. note: We have only three previous sight records for the Yellowheaded Blackbird in the Louisville area: April 19, 1940; October 13, 1952;
May 19, 1963 (Ky. Warbler, 16:27-28, 1940; 28:58, 1952; 39:46, 1963). It
is of interest that in all cases a single male was observed.)

BOOK REVIEW
KENTUCKY BIRDS: A Finding Guide, by Roger W. Barbour, Clell T.
Peterson, Delbert Rust, Herbert E. Shadowen, and A. L. Whitt, Jr.

The University Press of Kentucky, Lexington, 1973; pp. xxii & 306,
ill. with 248 col. photos (239 of birds), and 21 maps or diagrams. $9.75.
This is the third volume in the series of introductory guides to our
fauna and flora, entitled Kentucky Nature Studies, and like the earlier
books on wildflowers and herptiles, it is copiously illustrated, printed on
high-grade paper, and sturdily bound.
As the preface makes clear, it is intended "for readers who are not
trained in ornithology but might be interested in knowing more about our
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state's birds . .
We are singularly fortunate in having Robert M.
Mengel's scholarly The Birds of Kentucky (1965) and now its non
technical complement.
The new book acknowledges that most of its information on each
species' status, seasonal occurrence, and habitat is derived from Mengel.
For certain birds {e.g., Cattle Egret, Blue and Evening Grosbeaks) Mengel's
accounts are correctly revised in the light of these species' recently changed
status, but in a number of eases Mengel's information seems to have been
unintentionally misrepresented or miscopied. Thus we read in Kentucky
Birds that the King Rail may breed here "from late March" before it
arrives "by early April"; that both Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs are
"very rare summer residents" (italics mine); that the Eastern Phoebe's
"departure begins in late October"; that the Yellow Warbler's "fall migra
tion apparently begins in late August" (whereas it is actually nearly com
pleted here by then); that the House Wren "arrives occasionally in late
February" (= late March), etc.
Evidently many dates are based on Burt L. Monroe, Jr.'s "Summary
of Occurrence of Birds of Kentucky" {Ky. Warbler, 45:47-56, 1969), though
I could find no mention of that important paper. In my opinion, extreme
dates should have been left out of the book under review; certainly it is
misleading to inform would-be Kentucky birders that Great Crested Fly
catchers "appear in late March or early April, occasionally a few days
earlier," that Least Flycatchers are here early in April and that "some
linger on into November," that Golden-crowned Kinglets and Water Pipits
sometimes arrive in late August, and Henslow's Sparrows in early March.
The Kentucky status of a number of additional species, evidently based
on Mengel's book, is either erroneous (e.g., the Rough-legged Hawk is
actually fairly common locally most winters in central Kentucky, not
"very rare") or somewhat inaccurate: for example, the Acadian Flycatcher
and Yellow-breasted Chat do not attain full numbers early in May; the
bobolink is not "very rare in fall" (Mengel himself cites sizeable numbers
in September); the Purple Finch is said to be rare by late April (actually
this is when it is most frequently recorded near Danville). Many similar
examples could be given, but these are admittedly minor criticisms in view
of the nature of the book.

Virtually every species of bird known to occur in Kentucky is included,
and all except the rarest are briefly described. For birds that breed in
the state, nidification and vocalizations are also indicated.
What will sell the book are the 239 color photos of birds, illustrating

228 species. This is truly a remarkable collection, representing samples of
the work of not less than 27 photographers. Even such elusive subjects as
the Virginia Rail and Henslow's Sparrow are well portrayed. Some of the
commoner species not illustrated are the Yellow-throated Vireo and Grass
hopper Sparrow. The two or three pictures on a page are often quite dif
ferent in scale, but I trust that few people will be misled by our humming
bird appearing considerably larger than our kingfisher! The quality of
the illustrations varies from rather poor to excellent. Most are good or
very good. It will be noted, however, that the Ring-necked Duck is accom
panied by uncaptioned scaups, that the Wilson's Phalarope shares its
pool with an unannounced Northern Phalarope (which was supposed to be
deleted from the right side of the picture), that the white underparts of
both cuckoos are badly reproduced, that the Warbling Vireo appears too
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greenish above and too yellowish below, that the sexes of the Goldenwinged Warbler are transposed, and that the Chestnut-sided Warbler
marked "female" should be called "immature."

The list of photographic credits might better have been placed in the
front of the book, rather than half-hidden in the back. Also, it is difficult

to find the name of a photographer- without going through the entire list
of credits. No less than fifteen photographsj including some of the best,
are not credited to anyone!

, Approximately the last third of the book is devoted to "A Guide to
Bird Finding Areas." As the jacket says, the "47 localities have been
chosen to represent, a wide diversity of habitats — from cypress swamps to
Big-Black Mountain . . ." Descriptions of these areas, though sometimes
very brief,- and directions on how to reach them, constitute one of the
book's most useful features, not only for birders but for vacationers-in
•general, since accommodations are usually mentioned. Most of the ac-

cbmpanying 'maps are unsatisfactory, however, and we could wish for more •
"information about the local birdlife — for some areas, not a single species '
is mentioned.

/,'• , Kmtucky Birds.is well indexed, nearly free from typographical errors,
.reasonably .priced, and on the .whole quite successful in its stated aims.
It will be a-welcome aid to the.ever-increasing numbers interested in
conserval^ion ,and wildlife. — FREDERICK W. LOETSCHER,. JR., Depart,ment:.of'Biology, Centre College, Danville" 40422.

NEWS AND VIEWS
Because of the pressure of other work your present Editor asked the'
'Board of Directors at the Lake Cumberland Meeting, October 1972, to' be
relieved of the responsibility at conclusion of Volume 48 (December 31,

1972),;lier 15th year of editorial work. Since the new Editor, Dr, Herbert
'Shadowen, 'could not assume the office until mid-summer she agreed to
- continue the work and conclude with the current Anniversary issue. She is

grateful riot.only to all who have written articles and field notes and their
kind understanding of her heavy red pencil, but to the editorial staff,

officers of KOS, workers at General Printing Company, and for' tHe
encouragement received from' members and friends throughout her editor
ship. She -also acknowledges, with special -thanks, the countless hours
Frederick W, Stamm spent checking over census tables, figures, proof
reading, etc., without whose patience her task would have been practically
impossible. Articles for publication in The Kentucky Warbler are now to be
sent to Dr. Shadowen, Department of Biology, Western Kentucky Univer
sity, Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101. — Anne L. Stamm.
*

*

*

S:

The Fall Meeting will be held at Kenlake State Resort Park on Sep
tember 28-30, 1973. K. 0. S. has been invited to cooperate and to hold a
joint meeting with the Kentucky Department of Parks for its annual
ornithological weekend. Plans are in the making for a good program.
*

*

*

*

If you have a new address, please notify the Secretary, Mrs. M. L.
Daubard, 616 Rudy Lane, Louisville, Kentucky 40207. We do not wish for
you to miss any of the Society's mailings — and too, it is expensive when
Kentucky Warblers are returned.

